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The regular meeting of the Groveland Town Board was held on Thursday August 11, 2016 at the 

Town Hall. 

Present: Bill Carman, Supervisor; John Driscoll, Town Councilman & Deputy Supervisor; Bill Devine, 

Steve Atterbury, Craig Phelps, Councilman 

Absent:  none 

Other Town Official’s in Attendance: Greg Adamson, Highway Superintendent 

Other Attendees: Ron Niedermaier 

       

Supervisor called the meeting to order @ 7:58 p.m.  

 

A motion by Councilman Driscoll and seconded by Councilman Atterbury the audited bills be paid. General 

Fund vouchers numbered 191-216 for $9,488.24; Highway Fund vouchers numbered 147-165 for 

$78,767.65. Motion carried unanimously.   

 

A motion by Councilman Atterbury and seconded by Councilman Driscoll to accept the regular meeting 

minutes of 7/14/16 as submitted. Motion carried unanimously.                                                            

                                                           

Supervisor handed out copies of the Town Clerk & Supervisors monthly financial reports. The Supervisor 

reports were previously emailed to give additional time for review.  A motion by Councilman Phelps and 

seconded by Councilman Atterbury to accept the financial reports. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Information handed out/or acknowledged: 

1. Payroll & Vehicle Mileage Log available for review 

2. Seasonal portion of David Gray Hill Road remains closed  

3. Tax Exempt updates made with NYS Tax & Finance on forms we can use 

4. Thank you card received from Maxwell family 

5. Competitive Insurance bids moved to 9/8/16  

6. Primary Election on 9/13/16 Noon-9 p.m. for Assembly-133rd District 

 

Old/New Business: 

 

HIGHWAY REPORT – Greg reported they completed chip sealing Tuesday and started working with the 

county paving Lakeville Groveland Road, and working on wedging for a few weeks and then will get our 

crew back to improving Wilson Road. 

 

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT - JCAP RESOLUTION 48-2016 – the court is again looking to apply for the 

funds to help finish the jury/attorney room with furnishings similar to the modular cabinetry in the office 

they were able to acquire off the grant 2 years ago. The grant is 100% funded if awarded without the town 

having to match. 

 

WHEREAS, the State of New York has enacted a law establishing the Justice Court Assistance Program that 

will enable communities to apply to the chief administrative judge for a grant of state funds to assist in the 

operation of justice courts; and 

WHEREAS, the availability of grant funding would enhance the ability of the town justice court to provide 

suitable, safe and sufficient services to the community. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Groveland hereby authorize 

the Supervisor, William E. Carman to file an application for a 2016-2017 Justice Court Assistance Program 

grant not to exceed more than $30,000. 

 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing RESOLUTION was put into vote. Motion by Councilman Phelps 

and seconded by Councilman Devine and the results were carried with 0 nay 5 aye votes. Roll Call Votes: 
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Supervisor Carman, aye; Councilman Driscoll, aye; Councilman Devine, aye; Councilman Atterbury, aye; 

Councilman Phelps, aye. 

 

APPOINTMENT JODI BEYER – PB/ZBA SECRETARY – Town Clerk stated she has received a letter of 

interest and a resume showing interest in the secretary position for planning and zoning board. With Jodi 

being the only person to show interest, Supervisor Carman agreed to hire her July 18th pending board 

approval. She has been training and attending meetings.  

 

A motion by Councilman Phelps, seconded by Councilman Devine to appoint Jodi Beyer as secretary to 

planning and zoning board effective July 18, 2016 @ $12.36/hour. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

REMOVE JUNK LAW - Councilman Driscoll reviewed the newer version of the NYS Property 

Maintenance law and compared it to the town’s junk law and determined they do mirror each other despite 

easier for the community to view the junk law. It is his recommendation to forgo the junk law.  

A motion by Councilman Atterbury and seconded by Councilman Driscoll to introduce a local law to rescind 

local law 1-2005 Junk/Rubbish Storage Law; draft law presented. Town Clerk state we number the law once 

it is approved which I estimate it to be 2-2016. The public hearing is set for 9/8/16 @ 8:00 p.m.  

 

TENTATIVE BUDGET – Town Clerk handed out the Tentative Budget prepared by Supervisor Carman and 

Accountant, LaDelfa, Walker & Schoder, LLP. 
Supervisor Carman Stated: 

After meeting with the Accountant and reviewing all the department estimates which are included in the 

tentative budget with one exception; I increased the Town Clerk salary request an extra $500 as she does so 

many extras to help save on attorney fees, ambuscade park along having a salary below the countywide 

average. The budget as presented is under the tax cap. I want to note that the Lake View Cemetery vault is in 

need of a roof replacement; there are 3 layers on it, so a total tear off. The roof is approximately 6 sq. so I 

budgeted $2500 and it was suggested a steel roof would be best. The budget shows fund balance to help stay 

under the tax cap levy in the highway fund. Light district surplus is being used again this year, due to the 

excess of funds already paid by the taxpayers in previous years. 

The salt shed roof at the town hall previously installed in 2013 has what we thought a manufactured defect in 

the shingles, but after inspection by the contractor it appears to be one area and believes it is due to an 

animal. I am confident this will be taken care of with minimal cost to the town. In the meantime, I think we 

should put a trail camera on the roof.  

We still do not have any figures from the fire department and no idea where it is at, and feel if they want us 

to consider anything we need to have their proposal no later than August 31st otherwise I would feel it is the 

board’s discretion, they were asked to have their proposal in by July 6th.  I looked into the consultants 

statements (Brad Pinsky) regarding coverage and it seems they still get to bid out their policy but we need to 

make sure the coverage needed is stated in the contract.  

Board review of budget: 

Councilman Phelps stated the raises if any should really be no more than 2% as the inflations rate is under 

2%. 

Justice Department: justice’s letter requested more hours due to the recent new hire of troopers at the local 

barracks. Currently based on the payroll reviews, the clerks are not utilizing the 50 hours per week and the 

monthly checks turned in were way below their usual and doesn’t justify us increasing the hours. Board 

stated they would like no raises for the justices and base the budget on 50 hours with 2% raises for the clerks 

within the budget; 35 hours for full-time clerk and 15 hours for the part-time clerk. 

Town Clerk: it was asked why the deputy clerk salary total is so much higher. Town Clerk stated we 

increased our hours this year after the budget was set, also the deputy budget this year never factored in 

coverage for my time off. I only put in for a 2% raise for her to try and keep the overall total to a minimum.  
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Fire Department: board asked what we paid them this year; it was stated about $104,000. Supervisor stated 

he took $8,000 off in the 2017 budget as they paid off the building loan. The accident that occurred on 

Groveland Road had Mt. Morris fire department there, they said they are on an automatic call as Groveland 

doesn’t have enough crew to send out. With all the mandates required it does make it challenging to get more 

people involved.  

 

RESOLUTION 49-2016  

WHEREAS, the Town Board has met at the time and place and the Town Clerk presented the 2017 Tentative 

Budget that was prepared by Supervisor Carman in conformance with NYS Town Law Section 106, and 

WHEREAS,  that this Town Board reviewed the tentative budget and opted to make such changes, 

alterations and revisions as it shall consider which are consistent with law, now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that upon the completion of such review, the tentative budget and any modifications thereof is 

approved by this town board and shall become the Preliminary Budget pursuant to NYS Town Law 106(4).   

 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing RESOLUTION was put into vote. Motion by Councilman Phelps 

and seconded by Councilman Devine and the results were carried with 0 nay 5 aye votes. Roll Call Votes: 

Supervisor Carman, aye; Councilman Phelps, aye; Councilman Atterbury, aye; Councilman Driscoll, aye; 

Councilman Devine, aye. 

The public hearing set up for 9/8/16 @ 8:30 p.m.  

8/15/16 Fire Department dropped off a budget request for over $200,000 – 9/8/16 scheduled budget hearing 

is cancelled until a contract can be reached. 

 

AMBUSCADE BIDS ARE ADVERTISED – the state has given us the green light. We have submitted 

construction bids to a few companies we searched on NYS Empire list that are closer (certified WMBE 

companies) and have advertised locally. The submittal deadline is August 24th. We will need to have a 

committee to review such bids and decide if interviews are necessary and be prepared to make a selection at 

the September 8th board meeting; the selected contractor may require state approval as well. Supervisor ask 

who wanted to serve and Driscoll and Devine they would continue serving  

 

Supervisor Communication:  

 

 Water line update basically is the same as last month. I sent a bill to LCWSA for the supplies that we 

turned over once the town entered into a contract for services in 2011; the bill was estimated at 

$9,000. They have since contacted us and are looking for an itemized list and hoping Greg will be 

able to come up with it. Town Clerk stated vouchers are only kept for 7 years and those items would 

have been purchased long before 2011. Greg will keep digging and try to furnish a list.  
At the county level Ian Coyle has sent Cathy Van Horne a three-pronged memo to address issues 

associated with 1) their inspection program and request for a Deputy Director 2) the succession plan for 

the Executive Director (Cathy) position and 3) ideas around getting a working group together LCWSA 

Board members and BOS members to discuss long-term strategic planning on the LCWSA/County 

relationship. Apparently many townships have had concerns within the LCWSA.  

 Senator Gallivan Funds - $50,000 – I contacted Gallivan’s office to have them figure out where we 

are in line for reimbursement, Keith Bryant is trying to track the path through the dormitory line. 

Again, they solicited us to give us the money and now they are dragging their heels.  

 Veteran Picnic was last Saturday, Ron cooked the meal and it went well; I was able to send 

invitations and get some veterans to attend. Something he will do again next year to help notify the 

5500 veterans within the county as only 40 in attendance.  

 Article 78 has been rescheduled to August 31st.  

 We had frogs in our septic line which were coming up in the toilets. Something I never thought was 

possible but the sewer cover had a crack in the cement which allowed about 15 frogs to get in and 

move their way into the lines and up the toilet.  
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Other Communications: none. 

 

A motion by Councilman Phelps and seconded by Councilman Driscoll to adjourn the meeting. Motion 

carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. The next regular meeting will be September 8, 2016 @ 

7:30 p.m. at the town hall. 

 

Dated: August 11, 2016     ___________________________ 

Town of Groveland      Sandra L. Bean, Town Clerk 

 


