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The regular meeting of the Groveland Town Board was held on Thursday April 11, 2013, at 

the Town Hall. 

Present: James C. Merrick, Supervisor; Bill Carman, Town Councilman & Deputy Supervisor; John 
Driscoll, Craig Phelps, James Love, Councilman  
Absent:  Greg Adamson, Highway Superintendent 
Other Attendees: Wayne Herring, Colton Herring, Joan Herring, Al Dietrich, and Geneseo Town 
Supervisor Will Wadsworth 
 
          Supervisor handed out the monthly financial reports. 

           

         Supervisor called the meeting to order @ 8:08 p.m. 

 

       A motion by Councilman Carman and seconded by Councilman Phelps the audited bills be paid. 
General Fund vouchers numbered 70-91 for $6,303.59; Cemetery Fund voucher number 3 for $100.00; Fire 
and Ambulance Fund voucher number 1 for $86,416.34; Highway Fund vouchers numbered 70-94 for 
$91,017.81. Motion carried unanimously. 
      A motion by Councilman Driscoll and seconded by Councilman Carman to approve the minutes of the 
regular meeting of March 14, 2013 minutes be approved without changes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

      A motion by Councilman Phelps and seconded by Councilman Love to accept the monthly 
financial reports as submitted. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Information handed out/or acknowledged: 

1) Liv. Co. Board of Supervisors minutes  
2) Anniversary celebration is upon us – April 13th is the kick off date – all must attend – Barbara 

Collins the District Director for Assemblyman Bill Nojay’s office will be in attendance 
3) 4 Vinyl Banners will be displayed around town in celebration of our Bicentennial 
4) Seniorama 2013 is May 18th and recognizing Phyllis and Dean Meyer this year 
5) Tax Collection closed out successfully with the County Treasurer with 41 unpaid taxes  
6) Town Clerk Office closed April 29th – May 1st for Town Clerk conference 
7) Supervisor renewed the Conesus Lake BAN April 2nd for $517,160 at 2.40% per annum  
 

Old/New Business: 

 

HIGHWAY REPORT – No report given  
 
 
BICENTENNIAL FUNDS: March 29, 2013, the Town Clerk received a phone call from Brenda Orman 
who is on the Federated Parish Committee. Brenda asked if there was a possibility to have the town 
improve the front and rear entrance with stone/gravel. Town Clerk referred the request to the Highway 
Superintendent. On April 1st, Town Clerk and Highway Superintendent contacted the Association of Towns 
for legal advice for dispensing taxpayer’s money. The response given was this would not be a Highway 
Expense, it would have to be a General Fund expense and would have to prove it would provide a greater 
improvement to the entire town, plus would have to be an option for all the other bicentennial events; this is 
based on the available bicentennial budgets. Only the Highway Superintendent can make this decision 
under Highway Law Section 32 that the board would not be able to force it even if money was budgeted. It 
was determined that no money was budgeted for such expenses and would not be able to extend the towns’ 
service to the Federated Parish.   
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Kim relayed from Sandy that the Saturday event is good to go and sounds like people will be coming early 
to get a seat. It is recommended that councilman should arrive no later than 9:15 to help greet and seat 
people. Mr. Merrick is assigned the door area.   
 
 
 
 

EAGLE SCOUT – COLTON HERRING Supervisor gave privilege of the floor to Colton who is from 
Groveland and is looking to install medallions on the storm drains on West Lake Road. Colton belongs 
to troop 70 and wishes to install medallions on storm drains that remind people to be aware of what 
goes onto the ground that may end up in the lake as pollutants. He stated that along with the medallions 
that will be attached with glue to the storm drains, informational handouts will be given to people with 
interest in this project. Colton also stated that he is researching with the State about permits that may 
be required. 
 
Supervisor Merrick stated that permits are not within the Town jurisdiction because the storm drains 
are in a State right of way, and was glad to hear he was researching it with the State. 
 
Al Dietrich from the Conesus Lake Association was also present in support of Colton’s eagle scout 
project and stated the CLA was pleased with his ideas.  A motion by Councilman Phelps, seconded by 
Councilman Love to approve the medallions placement on storm drains. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
BROTHER INTELLA 1940 FAX MACHINE – DECLARE SURPLUS – The fax machine would send 
but not receive, we were able to utilize the Town Clerks all in one fax printer copier machine and not 
purchase another fax machine at this point. A motion by Councilman Phelps, seconded by Councilman 
Carman to declare as surplus. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
ASSESSOR POSITION DISCUSSION – CONTRACT ENDS 9/30/13 –Bruce & Brian Knapp’s contract 
end at the same time. Geneseo Supervisor, Will Wadsworth to discuss a few options. Clerk provided copies 
of a sample advertisement and job description that both Geneseo and Groveland Assessors & Town Clerk’s 
came up with.  
 
Will Wadsworth presentation: The figures that he has collected shows that the Towns combined would cost 
the same amount if the Towns went with the County, or stayed with a local Assessor. He felt that it was in 
the best interest of the Town of Geneseo residents to keep a local Assessor position due to the personal 
approach that the residence are accustom to. Another cost cutting measure option he felt would be a viable 
one was to incorporate a third Township interest in keeping the Assessor position local. He stated if they 
went with a County Assessing position that one Assessor would be assessing 6000 units. He felt that by 
adding a Third Town into their discussion this would be a similar amount of units that one Assessor for 
three Towns could handle. 
 
Board Discussion: Would like to keep the position local and not go to County wide Assessor for out Town. 
The Board agreed with Supervisor Wadsworth of Geneseo about the importance of having someone in our 
Town to answer questions to the residents, and keep the personal touch that we pride ourselves of having 
currently. 
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Councilman Carman stated that he would like to research adding a third Town to help keep cost down, and 
complimented Bruce Knapp our current Assessor. Councilman Carman stated that Bruce is a great asset to 
the Town. 
 
Supervisor Merrick stated that he is not sure what the other Town that Bruce is currently under contract 
will be doing when their contract with him ends. Supervisor Merrick inquired about contacting the Town of 
Conesus as a third option and keep most of the lake properties with one assessor. 
 
Councilman Phelps would like to have more Towns added as a cost saving measure for the Town. He 
inquired about the possibility of more than three Townships contracting with an Assessor. Understanding 
that more man power would be needed, wondered if we could utilize a Full time Assessor with a possibility 
of a part time Assessor to assist. Long term he felt this would keep cost down as well. 
 
Supervisor Merrick and Supervisor Wadsworth will contact Supervisor DiPasquale of Mt. Morris to inquire 
about their intentions on the Assessor position in their Town. The Town of Mt. Morris also has a contract 
with Assessor Knapp.  
 
Supervisor Wadsworth will return at the next Board meeting with updates and to discuss further the best 
solution for the Towns collectively.  
 
 

BOARD OF ELECTION – ADA COMPLIANCE – Town Clerk met with 2 representatives from 
Board of Elections who had completed a site inspection and reported the areas of concern that should 
be addressed to be compliant with American Disability Act no later than June 1st.  The Attorney 
Generals office has been inspecting in the Allegany County area.  
Areas of concern: the main town hall entrance handicap ramp needs to come out 5 feet and have 
side/edges on them to prevent rolling off. The outside door knob does not meet one of the 3 ADA 
recommended handles. The handicap parking sign may need to be raised allowed to be 60 inches to 84 
but preferred at 7 feet. They discussed making sure that all space with machines and tables have 36 
inches on the day of elections, of which we do comply with. We will receive a follow up letter with 
clerk details and will follow up with the code officer to see if corrections are required.  
 
Councilman Driscoll questioned if the ramp needed to be a permanent structure.  
 
Councilman Carman inquired if applying stone would make up the difference necessary to make it 
handicap compliant. 
 
Councilman Love stated aluminum ramps are available as well but cost would have to be important. 
He also inquired if the door was compliant if the handles were not. 
 
Board discussed pouring a ramp, placing new handles on the door and raising the handicap parking 
sign to the specification required to be compliant. Will wait to receive follow up letter to see what is 
necessary and proceed once in receipt of all information before making a final decision.  
 
 

GROVELAND FIRE DEPARTMENT ANNUAL REPORT - Town Clerk provided copies of the 
report to take home for review and can do a resolution to accept at next months meeting.  
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TOWN ATTORNEY –Town Clerk held off preparing a local law in lieu of the recent case law provided 
from Association of Towns deciding the difference between a Town Attorney and Attorney for the Town, 
which was emailed to everyone for review. Basically the differences: Town Attorney is a town official with 
a set salary and the Attorney for the town is anyone to hire for billable services by case by case under a 
contract.  
 
Councilman Driscoll would prefer the case by case under a contract similar to the Engineer. 
 
Councilman Phelps stated the Town Attorney position was never formally created and would like to do a 
resolution stating that the Attorney position was never formally created  and looking to so it case by case to 
avoid future issues with the Attorneys position. 
 
Supervisor Merrick stated that wording has changed from past practices in attorney positions so it is more 
current with what is allowable. A motion by Councilman Phelps, seconded by Councilman Driscoll to hire 

an Attorney on an as needed basis. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

DOG LAW – Town Clerk emailed copies of the current law to all board members to review for other 
areas of concern while considering changing the replacement dog tag fee.  
Board discussion: 
 
Councilman Driscoll spoke to Doug Mothersell who currently has a purebred license in our Town. Mr. 
Mothersell expressed his support of the current Dog Law with no changes. 
 
Councilman Love expressed his concerns with allowing kennel license in the “hamlets” incorporated 
in our Town. He stated that Perry has an ordinance that pertains to dogs that habitually bark, and how 
the owner of the dog must muzzle their dog. He feels that the Dog Law is in need of updating. 
 
Supervisor Merrick asked Councilman Love to research Perry’s ordinance. The board would like to do 
more research and discuss at the next meeting.  
 
 
BREACH NOTIFICATION/ IT POLICY – Town Clerk has prepared the IT Policy and handed out 
copies. The Board stated they did not receive the IT Policy to review. Would like to review for next 
Board meeting. A motion by Councilman Driscoll, seconded by Councilman Carman to review the IT 
Policy for next Board meeting.  Motion carried unanimously 
 
 
Communications:  

 

Supervisor Merrick stated that we are in receipt of a certificate recognizing the Town of Groveland’s 200th 
anniversary from Congressman Chris Collins. Supervisor Merrick also stated that we have been approved 
for a grant to do roadwork on Logan road. He is concerned that Hainsworth farm has been changing the 
type of business that they are doing and there is a potential certain business information may not make us 
eligible for the grant that we are approved for. He will contact Alan Hainsworth to obtain all information 
prior to any work commencing as a proactive measure in the grant acceptance. 
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Councilman Phelps stated he attended a Lake Association meeting. The association will publish any 
information we want them to about our 200th anniversary. He also wanted to pass well wishes to Don 
Wester’s wife who is ill. There was also discussion on a stewardship program from the Watershed Council. 
The program would hire college students to inspect boats at the boat launch to make sure there is not the 
presence of foreign entities such as hydraphilla. This would be a proactive preventative way to keep the 
lake clear of foreign entities along with educating boaters potential problems they may be introducing into 
Conesus Lake with out knowledge. It would be a voluntary inspection. Councilman Phelps stated possible 
applicants can contact the Conesus Lake Association or Watershed Council. The Lake Association was also 
sending a letter to Governor Cuomo in regards to lake tourism. He has promoted the communities to go 
explore as many lakes possible with their boats. The Association concern is the potential hazards that may 
be brought into Conesus Lake by encouraging boaters to visit multiple different water sources this year. 
They are appreciative of promoting the beauty our lakes offer in New York but it can create an irreversible 
hazard without intent. 
 
Councilman Carman has been having difficulty reaching our residents that are in default with their taxes 
with the County. He stated most people no longer have land lines and are using cellular phones. He also 
inquired how the new waterline project is progressing. 
 
Mr. Merrick stated that a new list will be coming soon and will hope to not have to contact any resident 
after this new list is available. The water project is still viable they are still waiting on contracts prior to any 
work commencing. 
 
Councilman Love stated that he has spoken with Ray Magee and Kistner concrete about the Ambuscade 
Park. They are excited about the project and would like to be a part of the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A motion by Councilman Driscoll, seconded by Councilman Phelps to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 9:29p.m. The next regular meeting will be on Thursday May 9, 2013 @ 
7:30 p.m. at the town hall. 
 
Dated March 14, 2013      ____________________________ 
Town of Groveland      Kimberly Burgess, Deputy Town Clerk 


