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The regular meeting of the Groveland Town Board was held on Thursday January 13, 

2011 at the Town Hall. 

Present: James C. Merrick, Supervisor; Burt Lyon, Bill Carman, Craig Phelps, Councilman; Greg 
Adamson, Highway Superintendent 
Absent: John Driscoll, Councilman 
Other Attendees: Todd Ewell & Walter Kalina of Clough Harbour Associates, Engineers; Ron 
Merrick, Chairman of ZBA; Randy Clymo, Chairman of Planning Board  
 
          Supervisor handed out the monthly financial reports. 

           

          Supervisor called the meeting to order @ 7:49p.m. 

 
A motion by Councilman Carman, seconded by Councilman Lyon the audited bills be 

paid. General Fund vouchers numbered 1-20 for $5,407.96; Highway Fund vouchers numbered 
1-16 for $3,412.07. Motion carried.  

A motion by Councilman Lyon and seconded by Councilman Phelps to approve the 
minutes of the yearend meeting of December 27, 2010 as written.  Motion carried.  

A motion by Councilman Phelps and seconded by Councilman Carman to approve the 
minutes of the organizational meeting of January 3, 2011 as written.  Motion carried. 

A motion by Councilman Lyon and seconded by Councilman Phelps to accept the 
monthly financial reports as submitted. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Information handed out/or acknowledged: 

1) Liv. Co. Board of Supervisors minutes  
2) No new ZBA/Planning Board recruitments 
3) Code Enforcement Officer, Ron Maxwell will be out January 11th for 6 weeks for knee 

surgery 
4) Updated EOM/GOP manuals handed out – 2 certified copies given to Supervisor 
5) AOTSNY-annual conference handed out – anyone interested contact Town Clerk 
6) Disclosure forms due back 
7) Department audits have been scheduled and reports will be given in the February meeting. 

 

Old/New Business: 

 

HIGHWAY REPORT – Greg reported he received a complaint from Roy Teitsworth in regards 
to GPS directions. Roy feels that the misguided directions are the Towns responsibility and 
would like secondary streets marked. Board discussion resulted that we have tried to contact or 
look into how to make recommendation but have had no luck. We are not the only roads that this 
is a problem for, it occurs nationwide. The board all agree that the town has no control and is not 
town’s responsibility.  
Greg reported that he has sent in the renewal application for the gravel pit with Steuben County 
Soil & Water Conservation and mentioned the application fee has gone from $300 to $800 since 
the last renewal in 2006.  
Greg mentioned he is working on a road plan but will know more in the spring when the state 
bids come out. He did say Pioneer Road will have to be completed to utilize the multi-motto 
funds. The Chips are planned to have changes according to the Chips Representative, which may 
effect upcoming road improvements. 
Greg stated he would not be available to attend the February meeting. 
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CEMETERY REPORT – Greg reported the sales for 2010. We sold 14 plots and Snyder’s 
Services administered 7 cremation burials & 5 full body burials, which is consistent with the 
Town Clerk report. 
 
TODD EWELL & WALTER KALINA OF CLOUGH HARBOUR & ASSOCIATES (CLA) TO 
DISCUSS ZONING UPDATES – Todd reviewed the July 26, 2010 proposal quote. The idea is 
to tie the Farmland Protection Plan and the Zoning law closer together. This is not the 
comprehensive plan but gets us another step closer. However, being the town mainly consists of 
agricultural there is no reason not to consider the Farmland Protection & Land Use Plan as its 
comprehensive plan. The proposal provides 3 public hearings to present zoning changes and 
discuss Farmland, which does not include typing but it can. Will be billed hourly with a budget 
set at $4,500, and will notify the board if getting close. CLA request the town attorney to be part 
of the committee along with any or all of the Farmland Committee members. 
Councilman Lyon asked if the March 2009 zoning revisions will integrate with the new laws and 
maps. It was not part of the original scope but will offer suggestions. 
Todd also mentioned other services their company offers that may benefit Greg with any Capital 
Improvement Plans whether it be road improvements or new buildings. Todd stated that another 
way to plan is to create a town capital improvement plan which can be inserted into our 
Farmland & Land Use Plan and utilize it as its comprehensive plan. 
Supervisor Merrick thanked them for coming and stated we would contact them either way, but 
we will be consolidating our planning and zoning boards and then make a decision on the 
updates soon after. 
 
COMBINING ZBA/PLANNING – Chairman of the planning and zoning board were present and 
stated that the members all agree that consolidation is the obvious solution at this point, but 
asked that cross training be implemented.  
Motion by Councilman Phelps, seconded by Councilman Lyon to ask Attorney to draft a local 
law to consolidate the planning and zoning into one board and present it at the next meeting. 
Motion carried.  
Town Clerk will notify Town Attorney for preparation of the local law; also notify County 
Planning Board to inquire of cross training availability. 
 
EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK - Supervisor reported the county labor attorney has not visited the 
county. The Sheriff’s department is at an impasse and the attorney is expected in the near future 
and will get with the labor attorney when he does make the trip to the county. 
 
TOWN ASSET INVENTORY – Town Clerk presented up to date lists. Asset numbers will be 
added to those items without one within the next few months when tax season slows down. 
Copies are filed with Baldwin and our insurance company.  
 
JUSTICE PROCEDURE-AUDIT REVIEW – RESOLUTION 1-2011 -Supervisor Merrick asked 
the Councilman for a report on the 2010 Justice Financial Review.  

WHEREAS, the Town Board has met at the time and place at its regular meeting, to 
review the 2010 examination of the Justice Court policies and procedures of their account books.  

 
WHEREAS, Councilman Lyon and Councilman Carman did meet with Court Clerk 

Kathy Watkins at 9:00 a.m. January 13, 2011 at the Town Hall do provide a process to monitor 
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and review the work performed by those who handle money as part of their town duties pursuant 
to Town Law, Section 64(1), 
 

RESOLVED: Councilman Lyon and Councilman Carman performed the examination 
and verification of the 2010 account books with Court Clerk Kathy Watkins present of Justice 
Love and Justice van Munster in Pursuant to Town Law, Section 123. 
Councilman Lyon stated “while this was not a fiscal audit they got an overall view of the court 
records, reports, and an understanding of mandates and requirements set forth by the state. I 
personally left the meeting feeling that our court personnel are doing an exemplary job of 
maintaining and administering our Justice Court” Councilman Carman agreed. 
 
This resolution was put in motion by Councilman Phelps, seconded by Councilman Carman to 
accept the report as part of the official minutes. Motion carried. 
 
Councilman Lyon stated Court Clerk Kathy Watkins mentioned we should have $9,000 due back 
from the Traffic Diversion Program and hadn’t seen a recent list and wanted to make sure the 
town is getting what it is owed, since we lose a great deal of revenue because of this program. 
Councilman Lyon asked Supervisor Merrick if there are checks and balance in place from the 
county to verify all of this. Supervisor insisted there are checks and balances in place, but they 
pay out every 3-4 months. Mr. Merrick had a report in hand that showed 2009 & 2010 total 
county figures for the program and Groveland amounts do to not match what our monthly 
budgets reports show. Supervisor will look into and get a report from Baldwin to show what we 
have received. Councilman Lyon inquired if we lose so much revenue can we opt out of the 
program. Supervisor Merrick said yes, but Town Clerk stated we cannot. Tom Moran created the 
program under an Executive Order which does not require County Board of Supervisor’s 
approval. The County Board of Supervisor’s can only control the amount the program collects; 
Supervisor agreed. 
 

Communications: 

 

Town Clerk reported that Ron Maxwell did have some complications during his knee surgery 
and may require him to be out longer than the expected 6 weeks. I have spoken with Dean 
O’Keefe in Geneseo who has and will continue to be available to handle any of our calls. 
 
Supervisor Merrick had a letter from Livingston County Cornell Cooperative Extension looking 
for individual donations for their 4-H programs. Burt will send in one along with Mr. Merrick. 
 
Supervisor Merrick mentioned that the County Youth Recognition Program is now open for 
nominations and hopes that everyone will pass around the information to have some Groveland 
students nominated. 
 
A motion by Councilman Phelps and seconded by Councilman Lyon to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion carried unanimously. Meeting Adjourned at 8:31 p.m. The next meeting will be the 
regular meeting on Thursday February 10, 2011 at the town hall. 
 
Dated January 14, 2011     ____________________________ 
Town of Groveland      Sandra L. Bean, Town Clerk 

 


